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PROCLAMATION

CAPTION HEADING:

Proclamation and Continued Declaration of Emergency by Mayor Gerardo Sanchez of
the City of San Luis, Arizona, May 24, 2021 COVID-19; In-Person Services and

Activities for the public.



OFFICE OF THE
MAYOR
CITY OF SAN LUIS

PROCLAMATION AND CONTINUED DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
BY

MAYOR GERARDO SANCHEZ OF THE CITY OF SAN LUIS, ARIZONA
May 24, 2021
COVID-19

In-Person Services and Activities for the Public

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, by the Mayor's emergency proclamation and City Council
Order No. 2020-6, a determination and state of emergency was declared and ordered due to
the COVID-19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, since March 13, 2020, the San Luis Parks and Recreation Department facilities
have been closed to prevent gatherings of people that would lead to transmission of COVID-
19; and

WHEREAS, the City of San Luis offered recreational activities on a trial basis, starting with
an outdoor movie event on April 29, 2021 (Dia Del Nifio) and May 1, 2021, with public health
measures in place to mitigate transmission of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, a gradual opening of Parks and Recreation Department with continued COVID-
19 precautions as recommended by public health authorities and the latest science will
reduce preventable death due to COVID-19 and lessen further economic loss: and

Yuma County COVID-19 Conditions and CDC Recommendations
WHEREAS, the first peak of COVID-19 cases occurred in Yuma County on July 5, 2020,

when the 7-day average hit 2219 cases per day (Cases graph at
https://covidactnow.org/us/arizona-az/county/yuma _county/?s=1837755): and

WHEREAS, the second and highest peak of COVID-19 cases occurred in Yuma County on
December 14, 2020, when the 7-day average hit 536.9 cases per day (Cases graph at
https://covidactnow.org/us/arizona-az/county/yuma_county/?s=1837755); and

WHEREAS, in Yuma County, from mid-December 2020, through mid-January 2021, the
cases went up and down; the last increase in cases occurred on January 19, 2021, with the
7-day average of 255.6 cases (Cases graph at https://covidactnow.org/us/arizona-
az/county/yuma_county/?s=1837755); and




WHEREAS, in Yuma County, the cases have been declining since January 19, 2021, 7-day
average peak, and the 7-day average on May 14, 2021, decreased to 5 cases per day

(Cases graph at https://covidactnow.org/us/arizona-az/county/yuma county/?s=1 837755);
and

WHEREAS, ADHS reported the Yuma County School Benchmarks for the week of May 2,
through May 8, 2021, show the level of community spread of COVID-19 to be Moderate
Transmission according to the latest data available on May 14, 2021, at the ADHS website
https://azdhs.gov/covid19/index.php#schools-dashboard: and

WHEREAS, on May 13, 2021, the Yuma County Public Health Services District reported 81
ventilators available, three (3) people hospitalized due to COVID-19, zero (0) of whom were
in the intensive care unit (ICU); and

WHEREAS, on May 16, 2021, ADHS reported 39.096% of the Yuma County Population fully
vaccinated against COVID-19, more than 90% of those 65 years old and older are vaccinated
in San Luis, Arizona and approximately 50% of the San Luis population is vaccinated: and

WHEREAS, a local San Luis, Arizona clinic which has over 90 patients has not had a COVID-
19 patient in 2 months; and

WHEREAS, the City of San Luis was among the very few first cities in Arizona that declared
a COVID-19 state of emergency on March 13, 2021, and the first in Yuma County; and

WHEREAS, the City of San Luis had fewer COVID-19 infections than other jurisdictions in
the County; and

WHEREAS, on May 13, 2021, the Arizona Emergency Information Network reported that
State-of-Arizona-run vaccination sites in the City of Yuma started vaccinating children ages
12 to 15; and

WHEREAS, the CDC’s May 13, 2021, Update on Interim Public Health Recommendations
for Vaccinated People states, “. . . a growing body of evidence suggests that fully
vaccinated people are less likely to have asymptomatic infection or transmit [the virus that
causes COVID-19] to others. How long vaccine protection lasts and how much vaccines
protect against emerging . . . variants [of the virus] are still under investigation;” and

WHEREAS, on May 13, 2021, CDC recommended in the same update that fully vaccinated
people can resume both indoor and outdoor activities without wearing a mask or physically
distancing; and

WHEREAS, the CDC recommendations do not supersede federal, local, tribal, or business
and workplace requirements, including, but not limited to, Arizona Governor Executive Order
2021-09 prohibiting cities from requiring individuals to provide documentation regarding their
COVID-19 vaccination status as a condition of entering city space or as a condition of
receiving city services; and
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Legal Authority

WHEREAS, the City of San Luis is within its powers to take measures to protect the health,
safety, and welfare of and reduce the harm to the residents and visitors within its city limits
from the spread of COVID-19 and other diseases, specifically its public health, safety and
welfare powers (also known as police powers) as a political subdivision of the State of
Arizona, as those powers are reserved to the states under the Tenth Amendment of the
Constitution of the United States; and

WHEREAS, A.R.S. § 9-240(B) (20) and (22) give the city the power to take any action
and prescribe regulations, which may be necessary or expedient for the prevention or
suppression of disease; and

WHEREAS, the recitations made in the Declarations of Emergency issued by the City of San
Luis on March 13, 2020, and March 18, 2020, recite that all levels of government are taking
steps to mitigate the harms posed by COVID-18; and

WHEREAS, A.R.S. § 26-311; San Luis City Code § 2.05.040 “Powers and Duties of the
Mayor,” San Luis City Code § 2.05.020 “Vice Mayor,” empower the Mayor of the City of San
Luis, or Vice Mayor in the Mayor's absence or disability, to declare a local emergency
exists; and

WHEREAS, A.R.S. Title 26, Chapter 2, Article 1, San Luis City Code § 2.05.040(A)(5) and
the October 9, 2019, San Luis Emergency Operations Plan, Basic Plan lI(E), Page 6,
authorize the Mayor to govern by proctamation during an emergency; and

WHEREAS, A.R.S. § 9-276(A)(1) empowers cities to regulate the use, open or vacate parks
and public grounds; and

WHEREAS, on March 25, 2021, Arizona Governor Douglas A. Ducey issued Executive Order
2021-06, which under Section 3 allows AriZona cities to set and enforce COVID-19 mitigation
policies in their own property, including but not limited to, requiring face coverings; and

WHEREAS, on April 19, 2021, Arizona Governor Douglas A. Ducey issued Executive Order
2021-09, which under Sections 1 and 2 prohibit cities from requiring individuals to provide
documentation regarding their COVID-19 vaccination status as a condition of entering city
space or as a condition of receiving city services; and

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Gerardo Sanchez, Mayor of the City of San Luis, Arizona, by the

authority vested in me by the urgency of the circumstances and faw and facts recited above
proclaim and order:

1. Emergency. The March 13, 2020, Declaration and order of a public health emergency
continues in effect.

2. Definitions
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